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 - JOIE DE VIVRE -

The World is Changing. Ecosystems and their inhabitants are threatened by 
an onslaught of human-derived stressors. Global Biodiversity is declining 
faster than ever and the realities of climate change are imminent. Few know 

the consequences of this evolving existence better than the people of 
Southern Louisiana. At the epicenter of rising seas, coastal disintegration, 

one hundred year storms, and pervasive resource extraction it would appear 
to many a hopeless situation.

Yet, beneath the surface there is an undercurrent of something more – An 
extraordinary strength rooted deeply in a web of culture, family, and 

tradition. The ‘Joie de vivre’ or joys of life are what hold this community 
together.  Furthermore, it is the people’s stubborn determination and 

ingenuity that propel them forward as they adapt to the impending tide. 



“Land of Complexities”

Winding over 2,300 miles thru the 
North American cont inent , the 
Mississippi River has forged and fed the 
very soul of Louisiana. De sp ite 
significant consequences posed by 
environmental and agricultural 
degradations, this intricate circulatory 
system sustains life and culture for 
millions.

The interconnected network of water 
and land perfectly embody the complex 
nature of this and similar coastal 
communities. Family, culture, energy, 
science, trade, politics, and recreation 
all come together to carve a particular 
way of life. Ultimately, the future will 
rely on what direction the river flows 
next – a decision contingent on the 
choices we make now.
 



“Grit: Defined”

/grit/
	
  
noun
	
  
1. 	
  Small, loose particles of stone or 

sand
synonyms: sand, dust, dirt

	
  
2. 	
  Courage and resolve; strength of 

character
synonyms: fortitude, Tenacity, 
resilience

“The indomitable spirit and grit of the 
people of the Bayou is unlike anything I 
have ever witnessed. In the face of the 
oncoming storm, this is the life 
preserver they cling to. 



“Résistance”

Deep down the bayou, surrounded by 
levees and flood gates, live the Point-
au-Chien Tribe. Across the last century, 
these indigenous people Have endured a 
barrage of stressors that threaten 
their ancestral land and the very 
essence of their cultural identity. 

Today, they are in the process of 
relocation – the first federally 
recognized climate refugees in the 
United States. As the water rises year by 
year, they look to adapt to a new 
normal and are taking calculated steps 
to preserve the fundamental tenants of 
their culture and history. Through 
cultural exchanges and Sharing their 
story – they move forward - A 
community of résistance. 



“Because survival is 
Insufficient”

“WE stand now where two roads 
diverge…The road we have long been 
traveling is deceptively easy, a smooth 
superhighway on which we progress 
with great speed, but at its end lies 
disaster. The other for of the road – 
the one less traveled by – offers our 
last, our only chance to reach a 
d e s t in at ion t h at a s s u r e s t h e 
preservation of the earth.” 

– Rachel Carson

On the verge of a species collapse in 
the 1970s, Pelecanus occidentalis 
symbolizes the trifold impact of 
effective communication, passionate 
people , and sc ient i f ically-based 
management. Fittingly, this incredible 
bird stands as the flagship for the 
State of Louisiana. 



“Down the Bayou”

C a p ta in c a r l i s a t h i rd 
generation shrimper and bona 
fide Alligator Wrangler. His 
story is one of so many in 
coastal Louisiana whereas the 
major fishing industries are 
increasingly hard pressed to 
sustain economic prosperity in 
the region. Fisherpeople must 
now look elsewhere to support 
their families and maintain their 
unbreakable connection to the 
water. 

For captain Carl, his hope is 
found here - at Lumcon - where 
he can play an integral role in 
supporting the science that will 
ultimately restore the South.



Special thanks to the Louisiana 
Universities Marine Consortium 
(LUMCON) for allowing us this 
opportunity to help tell the 
world your story so that they 
may see and know.


